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A Study on College Students’ Perception and Involvement
Experiences in Campus Town Community

Kim, Jisu* / Yang, Gi—-Yong**

This study has an exploratory purpose to understand the characteristics of campus town
community and to explore its perception and involvement experiences of college students, who
are significant intermediaries in the interaction between universities and communities, Such
analysis revealed the attitudes of college students toward community involvement, showed what
changes they encountered, and found out ways to enhance students’ involvement, A focused
group interview was conducted on 12 students who participated in the community involvement
program carried out by P national university located in Busan Metropolitan city, The collected data
was analyzed through thematic analysis method which resulted in deriving three main themes
and nine sub-themes, The findings illustrate that students were unsettled to their residing campus
town community and had ambivalent emotion to the place. They were able to form connections
with the community by having positive community involvement experiences, Several challenges
and improvements were also found to enhance students’ involvement in their community, These
unique characteristics of college students should be considered when promoting university-
community cooperative projects, Moreover, institutional support of universities and stable
mechanism are needed to further improve the level of community involvement of college

students,

Key words _ University—Community Cooperation, Campus Town Community, University Resident,
Community Involvement, Thematic Analysis
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