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A Study on the Land Tax Policy based

on the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty
— Focusing on Tax Law with Investigating Crop and Flat—rate Tax Act —

Ryu, Ki—-Hyun*

Every time the new government was launched, it came up with a number of policies related
to real estate taxes, but there was resistance to it and even led to public division, It analyzes the
records of the Annals of the Joseon Dynasty in order to find implications for the current tax policy
through analysis of the change of the method of receiving real estate taxes in the past Joseon
Dynasty, According to the analysis, the change in the land system during the Joseon Dynasty
resulted from the concentration of wealth on the few, the people into serfs, and the depletion of
national finance, and was carried out to secure national finance through redistribution to budding
forces and reforming the tax system, The Experimental Loss Act will be implemented to reduce
the tax amount by 10% according to the yield and the tax amount according to the damage. In the
process, however, there were the harmful of corruption and tax reduction, As an alternative to
this, a flat-rate tax method will be enacted based on land grades and harvest through long-term
discussions and gathering opinions from bureaucrats to the common people. This is regarded
as a reformed land tax policy that reflects the social and political environment at the time, The
enactment and decision of all policies will require sufficient discussion and deliberation, and it will
be necessary to consider the direction of the times (tax strengthening or easing) depending on the

purpose of social policy functions,

Key words _ The Annals of the Joseon Dynasty, Land Tax System, Tax Law with Investigating Crop Condition,
Flat—rate Tax Act, Right of Collecting Land—Tax
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