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Organizational diffusion and isomorphism
: The case of establishment of local cultural centers

after implementation of local self—government system

in South Korea

Jung, Young—Jae* / Lee, Kwang—Hoon**

The purpose of this study is to identify the factors affecting the proliferation of private
organizations that provide public services through theoretical grounds and to verify the influence
of those factors on the establishment of the organizations through qualitative analysis, In order
to achieve this research purpose, the study examines the growth process of the organizational
population of the local cultural center after the implementation of the local autonomy system
in terms of environment, strategy, and the interaction between the two as role expectation. As
a result of the analysis, from 1994 when the local self-government system was implemented to
the present, local governments as the main external actors expected the local cultural centers
installed in autonomous districts of metropolitan cities to play a pivotal role, Due to local residents’
demands and role expectations for the organization, each local cultural center was able to
hold independence and diversity, and a strategy was established to meet the role expectations
of the residents, not to order “from the top to the bottom,” On the other hand, in the process
of the spread of the organization, it was combined with the local political conditions, and the
isomorphism phenomenon was found in the establishment, structure, and activities of the

organization,
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