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The mediating effect of family function and the
moderating effect of economic level in the relationship
between economic difficulties caused by COVID—19 and
adolescents depression.

Bong Sun Kim*

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effect of economic difficulties caused by
COVID-19 on adolescent depression and the mediating effect of family function, And it is to check
whether these relationships differ according to the economic level of the family.

The subjects of this study were 1,919 students from 9 high schools in Gyeonggi-do, and data
were collected through an internet survey from August to September 2020, To this end, descriptive
statistics and correlation analysis were conducted, and structural relationships between variables
and mediating effects were analyzed through structural equation modeling,

The main research results are as follows, First, it was found that economic difficulties caused
by COVID-19 had a negative effect on family function and a positive effect on depression in
adolescents, And family function had a negative effect on depression in adolescents, Second,
the mediating effect of family function between economic difficulties caused by COVID-19 and
adolescent depression was significant, Third, economic difficulties caused by COVID-19, family
function, and depression in adolescents were partially significantly different depending on income
level,

Based on the results of this study, practical measures to alleviate depression among adolescents

amid economic difficulties caused by COVID-19 were discussed,

Key words _ Covid 19, economic difficulties, family function, depression in adolescents, economic level

* Assistant Professor, Dept, of Social Welfare, SoongEui Women'’s College
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