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The Effects of 1:1 Direct Instruction (DI) forof Slow
Learners in Elementary School

KIM, Min—won™

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of one-on-one direct instruction
(DI) on academic improvement and reaching national baseline academic levels for slow learners
in elementary school, The study aimed to provide foundational data for improving teaching and
learning programs,

Method: The study employed a pre-post experimental design with a single-subject design for the
subjects, consisting of 8 slow learners in elementary school, The DI sessions were conducted with
a goal of 48 to 72 sessions. The subjects’ learning outcomes were compared and analyzed, both as
an overall average for all participating children and individually, for the subjects in the subjects of
mathematics, reading, and writing, which are diagnostic subjects for national baseline academic levels,

Results: All slow learners in elementary school showed improvement in foundational academic
skills in mathematics, reading, and writing through one-on-one direct instruction (DI), However,
there was a significant individual variation in the scores, ranging from 5,33 to 71,43 points, Among
the 8 participating children, 6 children met the criteria for reaching the national baseline academic
levels in all three subjects, while 1 child did not meet the criteria in any of the three subjects, and
1 child met the criteria in two of the three subjects,

Conclusion and Discussion: One-on-one direct instruction (DI) for slow learners in elementary
school is an effective teaching and learning method that can enhance foundational learning
abilities and improve academic achievement, However, due to substantial variations in academic
abilities and learning speed among slow learners, supplementary learning support tailored to
individual characteristics and learning needs is necessary, Moreover, to enhance the learning
outcomes of slow learners, sustained, detailed, systematic, and long-term support is required,
These findings provide foundational data for exploring strategies to improve teaching and learning
for slow learners, Therefore, to ensure the right to education for slow learners and improve
the quality of education, various efforts such as the development and evaluation of systematic
educational curricula and programs, enhancement of teacher training, and policies addressing
social discrimination are necessary,

Key words _ Slow Learners, Borderline Intellectual Functioning, Educational Welfare, Child rights,

* Phd, Program Completion Researcher, Dept, of Social Welfare, University of Seoul(First Author and Corresponding Author)
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