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A Study on the Expansion of De Facto Population for
Addressing Island Population Issues™

Sung Hyun Park** / Choi Ji Ho*** / Hyun—Chul Kang****

The purpose of this study is to provide policy recommendations on how to expand the living
population in island areas by reviewing previous studies and cases at home and abroad, The
implications derived from the case studies are as follows, First, in the case of Korea, Special Act on
Support for Population Decline Areas in January 2023, it is characterized by a nationwide project
using the name of living population for the first time, Second, similar related policies promoted
by various government ministries and local governments tend to be supported overlappingly. In
the case of Japan, first, the Japanese government has established an institutional basis for securing
the island population, Second, Korea's island regions are implementing related population
measures such as work programs to solve the problem of supply and demand of laborers on
the islands due to the declining birthrate, aging population, and population outflow. Third, the
Japanese government has expanded facilities and programs to suit local characteristics through the
coordination of projects by various ministries,

Based on this analysis, policy recommendations can be made as follows, There are two main
aspects to expanding the island population, First, it is necessary to prevent the outflow of the
population currently living in the island region, and second, it is necessary to expand the inflow
of residents from outside the island region, These two approaches are not different from each
other, but should be carried out in parallel to maintain and expand the living population, so that a

multiplier effect for population retention can be expected,

Key words _ De Facto Population, Relational Population, Residential Population Local Extinction

* This study has been written by revising and supplementing the content of the policy research report titled ‘A Study on the
Expansion of Island De Facto Population,” published by the National Assembly’s Island Development Research Institute,
** Assistant Professor, Dept, of Liberal Arts/Institution for Marine and Island Cultures, Mokpo National University (first author)
*** Senior Research Fellow, Policy Research Division, Korea Island Development Institute (Co-Author)
¥ Assistant Professor, kyonggi University (Corresponding Author)
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