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Estimation of Rural Residents’ Perception and Demand for
Home Medical Visits, and Willingness to Pay for Services

Cho, Seungyeon® / Na, Hyunsoo**

In rural areas, there is a high unmet medical need due to the lack of healthcare resources,
Home medical visits can be an alternative solution, Currently, the 'Primary Care Home Visit Fee
Pilot Project' is being implemented nationwide, However, little is known about the awareness
and demand for home visits among rural residents, Particularly, the high out-of-pocket expenses
in the “Primary Care Home Visit Fee Pilot Project” can act as a barrier to accessing the service,
To expand the service, it is necessary to determine how much rural residents are willing to pay
for home visit medical services, This study examined rural residents' awareness, demand, and
willingness to pay for home visit services using survey data from correspondents of the Korea
Rural Economic Institute, The results suggest that only 12,24% of rural residents were aware of
the home visit service, Meanwhile, the percentage of respondents who need home visits due to
mobility difficulties was 11,82%, and the percentage of respondents willing to receive home visits
for reasons other than mobility difficulties was 25.59%, indicating a high service demand. Among
the eligible rural residents for the “Primary Care Home Visit Fee Pilot Project,” those who forgo
home visit medical services due to high out-of-pocket expenses indicated a maximum willingness
to pay of 28,000 won per visit to a clinic and 18,800 won for oriental medicine services, To reduce
medical blind spots in rural areas, it is necessary to expand promotion of home visit services and

adjust the out-of-pocket costs,

Key words _ Home Medical Visits, Primary Care Home Visit Fee Pilot Project, Rural Residents,
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