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Analysis and Diagnosis of Public Diplomacy in Korea's
Local Government

Moon, Hyunmi*

Recently, new international political actors are emerging in the international community. After the
implementation of local autonomy in Korea, autonomous decentralization has been strengthened
day by day. In this trend, local government is emphasized as a new international political actor,
and its role is also emphasized. Therefore, this study explores performance and limitations through
internal and external environment, legal system, and operational aspects of local government
public diplomacy, proposes some suggestions for the revitalization of public diplomacy in the local
government in Korea.

As a result of the study, Korea's local government public diplomacy showed the results of
flexible autonomy of the country, utilization of comparative advantage resources, economic profit
creation, local government' s capacity and promotion of international exchange, There and there are
limitations such as immature public diplomacy model and business overlap.

In order to promote the public diplomacy of the local government in Korea, I would like to suggest
that mid- and long-term goals for local government diplomacy, establishment of control towers,

active education and public relations, and efforts to build strong local brands are required.

Key words _ Korea, Local Government, Public Diplomacy, Local Government’s Public Diplomacy, Local Diplomacy

* Presidential Committee on Autonomy and Decentralization, Expert Advisor
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