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Types of Work Capacity Assessments in some OECD
Member Countries and Exploration of
Korean Models of Work Capacity Assessment

Yoon Sang Yong™*

This study is an international comparative study which tried to classify work capacity assessment
as qualification examination of contributory disability benefit and non-contributory disability
benefit operated by 12 major OECD countries.

As an analytical framework for cross-country classification, this study set the criteria of
‘comprehensiveness of assessment’ and ‘user participation in assessment’ as a comparison criterion.
First, the comprehensiveness of assessment consists of four sub-indexes: composition of assessor,
final assessor type, assessment factor, and assessment method, followed by user participation in
assessment, self-assessment, user interview, availability of appeal, and judging committee. As a result
of the analysis, five types were identified, and France (non-contributory benefit) was the only type
of ‘high comprehensiveness and high user participation; which is the most ideal type. And the most
cases was the type of ‘high comprehensiveness and middle user participation, which includes six
countries including Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany, the Netherlands and the United States.
The ‘intermediate comprehensiveness and intermediate user participation” types included Finland
and Australia, and the ‘intermediate inclusiveness and low user participation’ types included Spain,
France (contributory benefit), and finally ‘low inclusiveness and intermediate user participation’
types included Ireland and the United Kingdom.

In order to build a Korean model of work capacity assessment based on the results of international
comparison, it is necessary to introduce ‘high comprehensiveness and high user participation’ type

that is considered to be the most ideal model step by step.

Key words _ Disability benefit, work ability assessment, international comparison, disability assessment,
disability pension
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