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Study for the Regional Disparities of Labor Force by
Generation in Korea

Changkeun Lee*

The purpose of this study was to analyze regional disparities of labor force by generation in
Korea. Based on data of employment to population ratio and economically active population of 16
metropolitan cities and provinces, the decomposition of Gini coeflicient was applied to compare
regional disparities during the period from 2008 to 2012 and from 2013 to 2017. First of all, the
study analyzed the regional basic data of labor force by generation and identified the region and
the generation for whom labor policies should be urgently established by the central government
and the local governmen; the Youngnam region and the youth. According to the decomposition
of Gini coefficient, for the youth, the regional disparity of the employment to population ratio was
expanded further and the inter-regional disparity was larger than other age groups. In the case
of the economically active population, it is needed for the labor force to move to the Yeongnam
region because the inter-regional disparity between the Seoul metropolitan & Kangwon region and
the Yeongnam region significantly attributed to the overall inter-regional disparity. In terms of the
employment to population ratio, the labor force of each generation of Honam region and Yeongnam
region caused widening of the inter-regional disparity and the intra-regional disparity. To sum up,
more active labor measures should be come up with to create more jobs, provide retaining for
employment, widen the window of opportunity for job seekers and, in the end, improve the overall

employment rate.

Key words _ Employment to Population Ratio, Economically Active Population, Working Age Population,
Decomposition of Gini coefficient, Regional Disparity
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