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A Research for an Increase in the Rail Mode Share
for Tourism Transportation: focusing on the user’s socio—
economic characteristics

Jang, Jaemin*® / Son, Woongbee™**

As of 2014, the number of domestic tourists has risen to 3.8 million, and in line with the grow-
ing tourism demand, the choice of transportation to move to the tourist destinations becomes of
important interest.

Based on the opening of the Korea Train eXpress (here after KTX) in 2014, the number of the
KTX riders reached 0.5 billion on September 24, 2015, and this has made the country into a real
half-day or one-day life zone, and the patterns of peoples' lives are changing rapidly.

Despite an increase in the number of commuters by train since the opening of the KTX, the por-
tion of railway users as a means of transportation for sightseeing is still low at about 5 %.

This study attempts to provide implications for the promotion of the tourism rail transportation
by analyzing the socio-demographics of those who chose rail transportation for tourism. The find-
ings are that students who are expected to have low incomes, young generation, those with fewer
companions, and females favored rail transportation.

On the other hand, major factors that hampered railway selection were found to be problems with

accessibility to railroad stations. In addition, the average cost of choosing a railroad was high.

Keywords _ Tourism Transportation, Rail Mode, Accessibility, User Needs, Socio—demographics

* Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Environmental Planning, Graduate School of Environmental Studies, Seoul National
University
#* Research Fellow. Department of Research and Planning, Gyeonggi Research Institute
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