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The Effect of the Awareness of Age—Friendly
Environment on the Settlement Consciousness

Sun—young Lee* / Sanghee Park**

The purpose of this study was to examine how the elderly’s perception of the age friendly
environment affects their settlement consciousness. For this purpose, data from 300 elderly people
in Seoul were used with the Multiple regression analysis. We analyze the effects of the eight aging-
friendly environment areas on settlement consciousness while controlling demographic, economic,
physical, psychological, and social variables. The analysis results of this study are as follows. Firstly,
the analysis of the relationship between demographic and settlement consciousness showed that
the economic difficulties, low ADL levels, and passive participation in social activities hindered
settlement consciousness. Secondly, the analysis of the relationship between the perception of
the age-friendly environment and the settlement consciousness revealed that external spaces,
buildings, and communication and information had a significant effect on the settlement
consciousness.

Based on the results of this analysis, we suggests that the coordination, the linkage, and the
expansion of the existing community-based welfare services could increase the sense of settlement
in promoting community care system policies. Also, both physical living conditions and intangible
factors such as communication and information are important to the increase of settlement
consciousness. Lastly, we implicates that the previous age segmentation policies are to be changed

as the age integration ones considering the needs of users.

Key words _ age friendly environment, settlement consciousness, community care, aging in place

* Assistant Professor, Faculty of Health and Welfare, Prefectural University of Hiroshima(First Author)
% Head Researcher, Health Insurance Policy Research Institute, NHIS(Corresponding Author)
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